Holy Trinity Catholic Church
A Stewardship Parish
November 28, 2021
First Sunday of Advent, Cycle C

Pastor: Fr. Michel Dalton, OFM Capuchin
Deacon: Steve Kula
Reconciliation/Confession Saturday 9:00 to 10 00 am.
Mass Schedule

Saturdays:

4:30 pm

Sundays:

8:00 am / 10:30 am

Mondays:

5:00 pm

Tuesdays:

9:00 am

Fridays

10 :00 am

Wednesdays: 5:00 pm

Our vision: To be a welcoming parish committed to serving others.
Our mission: To make Christ known to the world through Word, Sacrament, Prayer and Service

Scripture Readings
Nov 28, First Sunday of Advent, Cycle C
Jeremiah 33:14-16 The days are coming when the promises of God will be fulfilled.
Psalm 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 God’s friendship is available to those who wait on the divine presence.
1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2 Continue to conduct yourselves in anticipation of the coming of Jesus and
his holy ones.
Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 Some will die of fright, and others will see redemption at hand when the Son of
Man comes.
Dec 5, Second Sunday of Advent, Cycle C
Baruch 5:1-9 The way is made easy for the return of God’s people in glory, peace, and justice.
Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 We will be like dreamers, unable to conceive the great things God will do
for us.
Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 May our love increase more and more until the day of Christ Jesus.
Luke 3:1-6 John takes up the ancient prophecy of preparation for the coming of the Lord.

QR Code
Online Giving

Holy Trinity Church Contact Information
5919 Kalanianaole Highway,
Honolulu, HI 96821
E-Mail: holytrinity@rcchawaii.org
Website: holytrinitychurchhi.org
Telephone (808) 396-0551

Please advise the Parish Office when it is no
longer necessary or appropriate to keep
names on the list, so we may use the space
for future entries.
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God is Present in our Waiting, and No One Who Waits is Deceived
Christian writer C.S. Lewis has a beautiful insight into the Incarnation of Jesus being
born into our world situation: “The Christian story is precisely the story of one grand
miracle, the Christian assertion being that what is beyond all space and time, what is
uncreated, eternal, came into nature, into human nature, descended into His universe, and rose again, bringing nature up with Him. It is precisely one great miracle.
If you take that away there is nothing specifically Christian left.” (God in the Dock,
p.80)
What a great way to describe the Birth of Christ as one grand miracle. That God
would so favor us with His presence in the person of Jesus, truly is a miracle. And as
we begin another Advent Season, we are preparing to recall this great miracle. Our
readings this weekend ask us to be vigilant, awake, and aware, for the celebration of
remembering the Incarnation.
Something that humankind might not appreciate is that God is present in our waiting. Since we fix a day and time to Christ's birth (December 25 th each year) we know when and what to celebrate. But as for His return in glory…we know not the day nor the hour. So, Advent is an opportunity to look
back and remember the Birth of Jesus and it is also a time to look forward to His return in glory.
The blessings of this Advent season are to be a time of the reawakening of our salvation that has already
come, that comes now, and will come in fullness when Christ triumphantly returns at the ‘end-of-time’. We do
not do this alone…God is with us in our waiting. Since the beginning of creation, (Genesis time), to the fulfilment of Christs Glory (Revelation Time) God accompanies us, guides us, and will eventually bless us with the
revelation of His glorified Son.
And although God is present in our waiting that doesn’t mean that it frees us from being responsible for
our lives during this time. On the contrary, we are going to hear daily scripture readings that remind us to be
prepared. Prophets will address us with words that both challenge and encourage. And we will hear the yearly
message from John the Baptist to correct anything in our lives that might block the full passage of grace from
God to ourselves.
Our Advent journey will again remind us of God’s salvific plan as announced by Angel-Gabriel to Mary…and
then the intensity increases, as well as the excitement. It will hopefully be for you a time to hear the Divine
promise, alter whatever needs to be straightened out, move forward without fear, and with head held high, to
embrace these holy weeks and properly welcome Christ’s presence at Christmas.
“Lord…. allow us to fully appreciate the One Grand Miracle of your Son’s birth. May these coming weeks be
a joyful time as we prepare ourselves. Let praise and honor be on our lips and in our hearts. Advent is our
gift to you…. Christmas is your gift to us.” Amen.
Advent blessings,
fr. mike

RCIA Rite of Acceptance on Sunday Nov 28 8 am Mass
RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. Here at Holy Trinity
our process involves preparation for this rite for those who desire to be in full
communion with the Catholic Church (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist),
whether baptized or not, as well as for those baptized in other Christian religions who desire to become Roman Catholic.
The program is a journey of life experiences that is shared with the team members and the candidates. We use the weekly Gospel readings, videos and a book
that explains our Catholic Faith. The first step: acceptance into the order of
catechumens is the “Rite of Entrance” This is the liturgical rite which will be
celebrated this Sunday at the 8:00 am Mass marking the beginning of the catechumenate proper.
Please welcome, Brian Lau, Jason Matsuo, Kaitlin Nakano, Allison Lung, and David Lung, as they express, and
the Church accepts their intention to respond to God's call to follow the way of Christ.

Annual Priests Convocation Nov 29—Dec 3
Fr. Mike will be joining Bishop Larry and all the priests who serve in the various parishes and ministries of our
Diocese for a weeklong gathering. Fr. Michael Medas of the Archdiocese of Boston will be the main presenter.
His topic is: The Stewardship of Jesus Christ. Also presenting will be Fr. William Kunish the current Pastor of
Resurrection of the Lord parish in Waipio, Oahu.
Please remember all the priests in your prayers.
While Fr. Mike is attending this meeting Deacon Steve will be conducting Eucharistic Services.

Successful Thrift Shop Holiday Sale —Thank You
The kingdom of God is here and now. The community of Holy Trinity Church truly made use of God's grace to
be good stewards of His gifts. Parishioners and friends shared their time, talents, and treasures to make the
Holy Trinity Thrift Shop's "Holiday Sale" a success. So many shared their possessions which became treasures
for others. Some utilized their artistic talents to design creations to the delight of shoppers. And hardworking
volunteers contributed their time in preparing for and working during the sale. Mahalo to the following parishioners and friends of Holy Trinity.
We apologize if we missed your name. You know who you are.
Volunteers:
Cindy Burns, Verna Makanani, Denise Falls, Annie Gino,
Elaine Schultz, Kristen Iwashita, Madison Iwashita, Tanner Iwashita,
Mary Wah, Star Lumkee, Betty Mitzuchi, Frances Murakami,
Lorene Sanchez, Christian Montero, Stephanie Sanchez,
Romie Ida, Liza Chu, Kathleen Chu, Toby Shimabukuro, Scott Shimabukuro,
Caroline Blakeley, Patricia Service, Val & Mike Ishii, Kathy Ishii,
Cindy & Gillman Chu, Carol & Derrick Wong, Melinda Puschin,
Tom Fake, Russell Pinho, Paul Hilton, Dee Alumbaugh
Also, a special thanks to the woman who brought the bird nest ferns and the gentleman who donated the aloe
plants in pots with new soil.

Stewardship Corner Reflection 283
Stewardship at Holy Trinity Catholic Church
Grow Your Faith
“...like the mustard seed...” (Luke 13:19)
In 1933, a group of Oxford professors began meeting at the Eagle and Child pub on Tuesday afternoons. They shared their
stories about wizards and dragons...just a simple meeting among colleagues who had a love for language and an imagination
for fantasy. They perhaps appeared as one might imagine today...professors gathered to share ideas...perhaps with pipe and
beverage; they called themselves the Inklings. Clive, somewhat disorganized...scraps of paper with notes and names jotted
everywhere...and John, the historian. They worked together, in mutual support...and from these humble beginnings...came
JRR Tolkien, Lord of the Rings and CS Lewis, Chronicles of Narnia. We all know of similar stories of great works...some by
accident, becoming corporate giants from garage beginnings. So consider the mustard seed. Last week at the 10:30 Mass a
representative from The Augustine Foundation expressed her gratitude for the generosity our parishioners have shown
students in need. Notice the tables in the gym overflowing with canned goods for the food bank, and the Angel trees empty of
ornaments. See how our Mustard Seed has grown. When we share with others and put our faith into action something
beautiful blooms.

“You Can’t Out Do God’s Generosity!”

Good News to the Parishioners of Holy Trinity Church
November 28, 2021

1. Debbie Sica heard the scream…” someone’s choking” at Great Kills, a Staten Island, NY community
service club. Down the stairs she ran to find Anna Martino choking. Performing the Heimlich
maneuver, she dislodged the food item and cleared the airway. Paramedics declared the victim ok.
2. Twins in the second grade were astonished at story time when their dad, SFC Brian Groves,
surprised them in class. He had just returned from overseas duty.
3. Camille MacIsaac, 67, graduated college with a BA in History...it only took 49 years. She put her
life on hold to raise her family…” never too late to better yourself.”
4. The Serbian national soccer team won the championship and the million-euro prize. Upon returning
home, they donated their winnings to a foundation treating sick children…” who needs it more than
sick children.”
5. Think hard. Did something good happen this week? I’m sure it did. Then cherish that memory.
Hold it in your heart/or in your mind; then when, things are challenging...recall that memory.
6. Remember our gifts from God...continue to take care of one another.
7. When it comes to Coronavirus...common sense is not so common...choose common sense anyway.
8. Wear your mask, maintain distance and wash your hands.
9. Keeping current with Holy Trinity...easy. Check our website for the latest news and updates at
www.holytrinitychurchhi.org.
Let’s remember the value of what we have when the good times return. Stay safe, wear a mask, wash your
hands, looking forward to seeing you in our gym at Mass until then.

Respect Life Corner - – Weekend of November 28
Advent is a favorite season perhaps due to its close association with the season
Christmas
but it is important that we remember it is a holy time within our
calendar that
prepares us for the Incarnation, the birth of Christ. Just as
prepare and expect the gift
of the Resurrection through the season of Lent so too do

Feast of St. Andrew
St. Andrew’s feast day is on November 30. St. Andrew and his brother Peter were
Jesus.
is
Andr .
Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son of God was born of the most
at midnight in Bethlehem in piercing

Virgin Mary

In that hour vouchsafe, O my God, to hear my prayer and grant my desires, through the merits of our
Savior Jesus Christ, and of his Blessed Mother. Amen
History states that this novena was prayed 15 times a day from November 30 through Christmas Eve Day .
Whew! You decide what works for you. Choosing a regular time each day will help.
A busy family may choose to pray the novena before a meal, at bedtime, or even with
Advent Wreath.
Single and married adults have free range of sprinkling this prayer
the day. However, I am sure
St. Andrew will welcome one reverent prayer oﬀering to him each
.
Small steps are fine as you create prayerful times this Advent within your own home. These suggestions are
not a checklist or one more thing on your plate. These are some ways to s
you down. Try one simple new
Advent practice in your routine at home. Allow this time
waiting to truly become a part of your day and
prepare you for the true joy of
the birth of our Lord and Savior.
Jesus, Son of Mary, help us to be vigilant in small ways to prepare the way for you to enter our hearts.
Jesus, born in a simple stable, help us to remove obstacles in our life so to prepare
birth at an hour, at any

hearts for your

Come, Lord Jesus, and dwell in our hearts and the hearts of our families.
At Holy Trinity we support and sustain a culture of LIFE. Join us on each First Friday, after the 10:00 AM Mass
as we pray the rosary while in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. We appreciate the support of your prayers.
If you are interested in joining our Respect Life Committee, please contact Debbie at dkula@rcchawaii.org

At Home with the Word
The latest edition of At Home with the Word is now available. This resource book
contains the Readings for each Sunday of the Year as well as some spiritual insights and a listing of the Weekday celebrations and what the readings are.
This is a handy resource and at $9.00 a copy, it is well worth it. If interested,
just supply us with the following information, or stop by to purchase a copy.
Name:___________________________________
Contact:

Telephone#________________ or Email:______________________

Copies are currently available at the Rectory/Parish Office.

Dear Fr. Mike, Bob and Charlotte,
Thank you for having me today (Nov 21). While sitting there, I was overwhelmed with sincere gratitude for
the YEARS of support from Holy Trinity.
On Friday, November 19th the students at St. Theresa Catholic School celebrated an outdoor school celebration with a message of thanks to the good people from Holy Trinity for sharing the gift of scholarship with
them. Here is the link to the video they made:
https://youtu.be/i5tgGUrrncg
A breakdown of gifts that were shared from Holy Trinity:

•

14 students received scholarships at St. Theresa School this year - which is the highest amount we've
distributed from one fund other than PWH.

•

Six students on Maui received a scholarship - including a senior that wasn't going to be able to enroll for
his final year if it weren't for Holy Trinity's fund.
9 students on Oahu received a scholarship from the Holy Trinity matching fund.
Almost $60,000 was distributed for the 2021-22 school year!
Bob Leong's final days on this earth were about his gratitude for Fr. Mike & Holy Trinity helping us with the
PWH Scholars.
Like Fr. Mike, Bob deflected the attention and spotlight; and just reached out
his hand to help people in any way he could. The day before his death he instructed me to share the duplicate copy of Saint Damien's arrival that had
been commissioned by Patrick Wallace Hopper (PWH) with Fr. Mike. It was my
pleasure to present that to you at mass today.
It's not easy to find the right words to express how much your support means
to our students. Specifically, with our PWH Scholars. I hope this Thanksgiving
you know that all the good you put out into the world is meaningful and it
makes a difference.
Thank you very much and may GOD bless you all and keep you in HIS care.
Sue Ferandin,
Executive Director, Augustine Educational Foundation

Second Collection Announcement
Major Maintenance and Repair (MMR)
Reminder: Next weekend, December 4-5, 2021, will be the monthly
collection for Major Maintenance and Repair (MMR). This
monthly collection supports ongoing major maintenance and repairs
to the physical plant and buildings of Holy Trinity Church.
We are grateful for your generosity enabling our parish to have sufficient funds to carry out the current restoration work in our church.
Your continued support is appreciated. Mahalo.

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
December 8th- Wednesday
Masses at: 9am and 5pm
No Vigil Mass on Tuesday

Let's Decorate our Church
Next Sunday afternoon, Dec. 5th, at 3 pm, we will be decorating the outside of our church property for the upcoming Christmas Season. We have
all the lights and other decorations to make our property look festive.
If you would like to join in the fun, please come and participate. Adults
and children are welcomed. Fr. Mike will provide water. No snacks will be
provided but you are welcome to bring your own

The First Sunday of Advent

CNS photo/Karen Bonar, The Register

November 28, 2021

Advent Begins!
November 28 – December 24
Beginning the Church's liturgical year, Advent (from, "ad-venire" in Latin or "to come to")
is the season encompassing the four Sundays (and weekdays) leading up to the celebration
of Christmas.
The Advent season is a time of preparation that directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s second
coming at the end of time and to the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth on Christmas. From the
earliest days of the Church, people have been fascinated by Jesus’ promise to come back. But
the scripture readings during Advent tell us not to waste our time with predictions. Advent is
not about speculation. Our Advent readings call us to be alert and ready, not weighted down
and distracted by the cares of this world (Lk 21:34-36). Like Lent, the liturgical color for Advent
is purple since both are seasons that prepare us for great feast days. Advent also includes an
element of penance in the sense of preparing, quieting, and disciplining our hearts for the full joy
of Christmas.
As we prepare for Christmas, the General Instruction of the Roman Missal notes some differences
to the Mass that should be observed during the season. For instance, the priest will wear violet
or purple during Advent, except for the Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) when rose is
worn (GIRM, no. 316). Aside from what the priest wears, other aesthetic changes in the Church
can include a more modestly decorated altar.
The final days of Advent, from December 17 to December 24, we focus on our preparation for
the celebrations of the Nativity of our Lord at Christmas. In particular, the "O" Antiphons are
sung during this period and have been by the Church since at least the eighth century. They are a
magnificent theology that uses ancient biblical imagery drawn from the messianic hopes of the
Old Testament to proclaim the coming of Christ as the fulfillment not only of Old Testament
hopes, but of present ones as well.
Advent devotions including the Advent wreath, remind us of the meaning of the season. Our
Advent calendar above can help you fully enter into the season with daily activity and prayer
suggestions to prepare you spiritually for the birth of Jesus Christ.
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BULLETIN

Jesus? Do you want to share that same healing experience with
others? Consider simple ways that you can share with a hurting
friend the Good News that Jesus is on the way!

Sunday, Nov 28, 2021
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Light up the night
In an unusual conjoining of celebrations, we begin the season of
Advent today as our Jewish friends begin the eight-day festival of
lights known as Chanukah tonight. It's intriguing to reflect on how
Advent too is an extended celebration of moving from the
darkness of history into the light of Christ's coming. Light remains
a symbol of spiritual illumination, abandoning the gloom of
ignorance for knowledge and the shadow of foolishness for
wisdom. As we string holiday lights and decorate with sparkling
ornaments, let's consciously choose against error's dark
deceptions and ally ourselves with the light of truth.
Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:12—4:2;
Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 (3). "Be vigilant at all times . . . to stand
before the Son of Man."
TODAY'S READINGS:

Monday, Nov 29, 2021

Isaiah 25:6-10a; Matthew 15:29-37 (177). “I do
not want to send them away hungry.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

Thursday, Dec 02, 2021
ADVENT WEEKDAY

Seek to unite, not divide
It’s human nature to see the good in our own habits, ways, and
traditions, but at the same time, Pope Francis has encouraged
Christians to acknowledge the validity of other spiritual paths to
God. The Holy Father’s focus on what unites humanity spiritually is
an important lesson for a world community that depends more
than ever on cooperation. As you begin Advent, look for ways that
you are united spiritually with people who are part of your life, no
matter what their faith tradition is.
Isaiah 26:1-6; Matthew 7:21, 24-27 (178). “Not
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the Kingdom of
heaven.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

ADVENT WEEKDAY

Have yourself an evergreen Advent
The origins of the Advent wreath are unclear. Like many holiday
traditions, they may be pre-Christian, and like many of today’s
Christmas traditions, Advent wreaths were popularized by
Germans, who brought them to the United States. No matter where
they came from or how they differ, Advent wreaths are rich in
symbolism. The candles are lit as a sign of hope to dispel the
darkness. The evergreen, wrapped in a circle, signifies continuous
life. The prickly leaves of holly are like the crown of thorns.
Pinecones symbolize resurrection. If you don’t already have one,
consider making one as a craft project this Advent, and add
elements that have symbolic meaning for you.
Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 8:5-11 (175). “Lord, I am
not worthy to have you enter under my roof; only say the word and
my servant will be healed.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

Tuesday, Nov 30, 2021

Friday, Dec 03, 2021
ADVENT WEEKDAY

Creation celebrates diversity
"If you embrace diversity, but ignore disability, you're doing it
wrong." This popular phrase on social media reflects the
venerable tradition of Catholic social teaching. On this Day of
Persons with Disabilities, remember that in following Jesus, we are
committed to promoting and protecting the dignity of all humans. At
times, we as church have led the way in this, and other times we
have fallen short. Nevertheless, it is fundamental to our faith.
Why? Because we believe that each person is made in the image
of God. Imagine that: In you—with all your strengths, weaknesses,
challenges, and unique traits—we see an image of God. What
does that do within you?
Isaiah 29:17-24; Matthew 9:27-31 (179). “And
their eyes were opened.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

FEAST OF ANDREW, APOSTLE

Can you follow directions?
Sometimes what we appreciate about saints comes from other
saints. Such is the case with Saint Andrew and his brother, Simon
Peter, of whom Saint Gregory the Great said: “At a single
command” from Jesus, they “leaving their nets followed the
Redeemer. Up to that time, they had not seen him perform any
miracles. They had heard nothing from him concerning a reward of
eternal joy.” All Jesus had to do was ask them to follow. This
Advent, listen for what Jesus may be asking of you; pray for the
trust that Andrew had, to simply follow.
Romans 10:9-18; Matthew 4:18-22 (684). “Come
after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

Wednesday, Dec 01, 2021
ADVENT WEEKDAY

Guess who is on the way?

Saturday, Dec 04, 2021
MEMORIAL OF JOHN DAMASCENE, PRIEST, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

The embodiment of faith
John Damascene, priest, monk, and poet, was an early defender
of the use of religious icons—images of the sacred—at a time in
the early Middle Ages when a movement to strip religious life and
worship of all images—called iconoclasm—had a following.
Thanks to John’s vision—perhaps rooted in his sense of the
power of the poetic to move people—religious icons are
cherished, especially in the Eastern church but also throughout
the Catholic world. Our faith is an embodied faith, an incarnated
faith. Wear it proudly!
Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26; Matthew 9:35—10:1, 5a,
6-8 (180). “Without cost you have received; without cost you are to
give.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

On this Wednesday of the First Week of Advent, we look forward
to the second coming of Christ. Advent comes from the Latin word
for arriving. We have all experienced brokenness and
hopelessness in our lives. You may know and cross paths with
someone yearning for Jesus’ healing power and awareness of his
presence in their life. Has your mind, heart, body, and spirit been
hungry for spiritual nourishment? Have you been healed by
Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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