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COME, HOLY SPIRIT, COME! 

The three readings that we have for Pentecost Sunday are an interesting combination of faith-thoughts to get us 

into the joyfulness of this wonderful feast. 

The first reading from the Acts of the Apostles relates how the Apostles and people from all parts of the region 

were gathered to celebrate the feast of the first harvest.  We are told that a noise like a great wind filled the 

place where they were, then parted tongues like fire appeared over the Apostles heads, and then they were filled 

with the Holy Spirit.  Quite a display of God getting their attention and then encouraging them with a "fill" of His 

presence, the Holy Spirit.  What happens next is absolutely incredible.  Each went out to the gathered crowd and 

began preaching and the people of different languages understood what they were saying.  God used the Holy 

Spirit to make sense so that everyone would hear the message and understand what they heard. 

Next, we have a reading from St. Paul to the Corinthians declaring that no one can say that 'Jesus is Lord' except 

by the Holy Spirit.  He goes on to say that if you have faith and believe that you possess the power of God's spirit 

within you, then the gifts that you are blessed with will be able to be shared.  Our gospel reading continues this 

line of thinking that Jesus passed on His spirit by breathing on them.  Holy Breath! How ironic that He was able 

to breathe on them and here we are wearing masks so that we don't breathe on one another.  All of these 

readings are proclaiming the same message, God has blessed us with the Holy Spirit, and we should take in a 

deep breath to allow Him to fill us up. 

The final verse of our gospel passage deserves particular attention since it's the challenge that we have, if we 

say that we are a spirit-filled person.  Either we are able to forgive or not!  The gospel flows like this: 

*  Jesus bestows peace upon his worried followers.  GREAT! 

*  Jesus fills them with the Holy Spirit.  GREAT! 

*  Jesus tells them they can forgive or retain other people's sins.  HUH? 

We are called to be a community of believers whose outstanding gifts include forgiveness.  Todays feast 

celebrates a unique event.  We, the Church, for all of our failings, do not need a new Pentecost, and we do not 

need Christ to die all over again.  He has set us free, forever with the power of His Holy Spirit.  That Divine power 

allowed Him to burst through that stone tomb.  That Divine power allowed him to enter into that locked room.  

That Divine power was able to penetrate the closed hearts of His disciples. 

Jesus loves us when we most need it.  He forgives us when we call upon Him for it.  He is encouraging when He 

knows it’s best for us.  He is our all-powerful God.  If He can do all of these things, He can do anything!  Be 

encouraged, the masks that we are wearing hopefully are preventing us from spreading germs.  But they cannot 

and will not prevent us from inhaling the Divine breath of God!  Masks will not stand in His way.  I don't think so 

and neither should you.  Come, Holy Spirit, and continue to fill us up with your great and powerful presence. 

Pentecost Peace, 

 



 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

Readings for Sunday May 31, 2020 

Pentecost Sunday 

1st Reading  Acts 2:1-11 

2nd Reading Cor 12:3b-7 

Gospel   Jn 20:19-23 

 

Readings for Sunday June 7, 2020 

The Most Holy Trinity 

1st Reading  Ex 34:4b-6 

2nd Reading Cor 13:11-13 

Gospel   Jn 3:16-18 

Holy Trinity Church Contact Information 

5919 Kalanianaole Highway,  

Honolulu, Hawaii  96821 

E-Mail: holytrinity@rcchawaii.org  

Website: holytrinitychurchhi.org 

Telephone (808) 396-0551 

Emergency Telephone: (808) 772-2422 

Please email jweaver@rcchawaii.org  

if you have questions on the Bulletin. 

QR “Online 

Giving Code 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired Marine General 

and Parishioner Hank 

Stackpole has died. 

Rest in Peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers for healing 

for parishioner  

John Baricuatro 

 

 

 

 

In our Community 

In our State 

In our Country 

In our World 

Let Peace Begin with me. 



 

 

Stewardship Corner  Lesson  205 

  Stewardship at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 

Matthias 

“[He] was counted with the Eleven Apostles .” (Acts 1:26) 

So who’s Matthias?  Matthias was a follower of Jesus from His baptism by John.  He was not selected by Jesus 

as an Apostle (as the other 12 had been) but rather chosen by the remaining Apostles to replace Judas.  He was 

chosen by casting lots (dice), a common practice then.  It is unrealistic to imagine that 12 Apostles could have “ 

gone two by two throughout the known world” it would have taken just too long.  There must have been other 

believers, names we will never know, that carried on the faith taught by the Apostles with the Wisdom of the 

Holy Spirit, the ones who began the early Christian communities. They grew these communities, bringing Jesus’ 

faith to all who joined.  We too are like Matthias, not chosen by lot, but rather Baptized into the Church to 

continue His work.  We might call His continuation “Stewardship” today, but we really are the modern day 

Mathiases.  The Acts only mentions one name, Matthias, but we know there were others, we too are those other 

Matthiases.  Continue the faith. Continue Stewardship.  

Happy Pentecost! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Summary of Weekly Offerings for Mail-In and E-Giving for May 23 and 24, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

“You Can’t Out Do God’s Generosity” 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Offerings $5,985.00 

MMR* $620.00 

Mother’s Day $170.00 

Easter $525.00 

TOTAL $7,300.00 

Stewardship and Some Good News on the CoronaVirus #10 

GOOD NEWS as week 10 begins, we learn that churches on Oahu, including Holy Trinity can 

now be open provided we maintain social distancing, wear a mask and sanitize our hands.  

Unfortunately, the virus is still with us and Phase 2 is promising, but it will not be business as 

usual, it will become the “new normal.”   Look for Fr Mike's announcements re Mass schedule 

and our "new normal" distancing requirements to keep us all safe.  They will be posted on our 

website www.holytrinitychurchhi.org.  Let’s continue the virtue of patience.  Let’s join with Pope Francis and 

pray for an end to this pandemic. 

And now, for more good news: 

1. There is a lake in Mumbai, India that appeared to have turned pink because of the multitude of 

flamingos that have flocked there.  

2. Great Britain has painted their mailboxes (post boxes) blue, the color of their NHS (National Health 

Service) as a thank you to the staff and their tireless efforts and care. 

3. Paola Agnelli and Michael D’alpaos, locked down in Verona, Italy since February, fell in love from a 

distance and just as in Romeo and Juliet it involved a balcony. 

4. Washing your hands is still the best and least expensive method to prevent the spread of coronavirus. 

5. When it comes to CoronaVirus...common sense is not so common...chose common sense anyway. Keep 

wearing your mask. 

6. Keeping up to date with Holy Trinity...easy. Check our website for the latest news and do make your 

reservation for Mass at www.holytrinitychurchhi.org  

Remember the value of what we have is truly realized only when lost. We’re learning to value our health and to 

care for one another. It’s the prayer of Stewardship at Holy Trinity that when this is over, that we remember the 

sacrifices we’ve made and learn to appreciate what we do have.   Let’s look forward to returning to church, our 

seat and most of all...to the neighbor sitting beside us, even if 6 feet away.  Let’s remember the value of what 

we have when the good times return.  Stay safe, stay healthy, stay home. See you in the gym at Mass.  

http://www.holytrinityhi.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LCWR is partnering with other faith leaders calling for all people to spend time during the weekend 
of May 29-31 to lament and mourn the 100,000 persons who will have died in the United States 
from COVID-19, and to pause at noon on June 1 to honor the deceased. We ask you to consider 
inviting your own members and associates to participate in this effort through the following: 

1.  Mark the grim milestone on Sunday (Pentecost) in your own celebration of the Eucharist or 
common prayer and encourage others to do the same. 

2.  Contact your elected officials, mayors, governors, and members of Congress and ask them to 
designate Monday, June 1 a National Day of Mourning and Lament-- remembering the dead 
with moments of silence, lowering of flags, interfaith vigils, and civic memorials. 

3.  Use social media and other communication platforms to post prayers and laments, names, 
photos, and tributes to those who have died of the coronavirus during the days leading up to 
June 1. #DayofMourning, #Lament100k 

Our lament will also honor the hard truths we have learned during this pandemic: our suffering has 
been unequal. Elders, black and brown neighbors, native communities, refugees and immigrants 
have borne disproportionately the brunt of sickness and death. Our prayers for the healing of the 
nation must acknowledge the brokenness of our democracy and call us to repair the injustices this 
pandemic has revealed. 

On Friday, with Ramadan finished, Muslims will remember the reception of the Quran. On Friday and 
Saturday, Jews will remember God's covenant as they celebrate Shavuot and read their yizkhor 
(remembrance) prayers. On Sunday, Christians will celebrate Pentecost, when the first Christians 
were given courage through the reception of the Holy Spirit. Together we will name, honor, lament, 
and offer our tributes to the lives, families, and communities of those who have died. On Monday, 
June 1, at noon local time, all are encouraged to join the civic community and pause once more to 
remember those who have died. It will be appropriate for flags to be lowered and to observe 
moments of silence, prayer, reflection, and bell-ringing. This June 1 call to remember is being 
supported by the U.S. Conference of Mayors who represent over 1,400 mayors across the country. 
As spiritual leaders we are called to help lead our congregations, communities, and country in this 
time of grief and lament in a way that will lead us forward more united as a country to address the 
very real challenges we face ahead. And we know that we can only do that together. Thank you for 
considering participating in this act of solidarity. 

Carol Zinn, SSJ 

Executive Director  

Leadership Conference of Women Religious  

8737 Colesville Road, Suite 610 

Silver Spring, MD 20910  

301-588-4955  

www.lcwr.org|facebook.com/lcwr.org 



Sunday, May 31, 2020
SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST
The Spirit is still at work
The traditional Pentecost hymn is “Veni Sancte Spiritus” (“Come,
Holy Spirit”). It’s called the Golden Sequence—a sequence being
a prayer that precedes the gospel reading. It became part of the
Pentecost liturgy in the 16th century but was written earlier,
probably by Cardinal Stephen Langton of Canterbury around the
year 1200. It’s tempting to treat the Mass as something that fell
from heaven as is. Liturgy is a collaborative effort, woven across
centuries—and evolving still. Put your unique stamp on it.

TODAY'S READINGS: Day: Acts 2:1-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13;
John 20:19-23 (63). “Jesus came and stood in their midst and said
to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ ”

Monday, Jun 01, 2020
MEMORIAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH
Sing of Mary
Today’s celebration of the Blessed Virgin Mary is still new for
the Catholic Church, having been decreed by Pope Francis in
2018. But Mary’s tender loving care has been sung throughout
the ages. Yes, we experience her maternal protection for each
and every one of us. But it’s another thing to honor her
universally as protectress of the Mystical Body of Christ. That’s
why this memorial comes when it does: the day after Pentecost
Sunday—the birthday of the church. Let us honor Mary in the
manner of the decree, as “Mother of the Redeemer and Mother
of the Redeemed”—namely, Christ's mother and ours.

TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14; John 19:25-
34 (572A). “Behold, your mother.”

Tuesday, Jun 02, 2020
MEMORIAL OF MARCELLINUS AND PETER, MARTYRS
Take notice
Today’s rather obscure saints from the early church are included
in the Roman Martyrology, a catalog of saints who suffered
martyrdom during the era of persecution of early Christians.
While some claim Catholicism places too much emphasis on
suffering and death, recent events suggest there is a deeper
wisdom at work in the Martyrology. In times of crisis, heroic
witness often involves willingness to suffer or perhaps even die for
a worthy cause. Honor martyrs past and present for their witness.

TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Peter 3:12-15a, 17-18; Mark 12:13-17 (354).
“Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs
to God.”

Wednesday, Jun 03, 2020
MEMORIAL OF CHARLES LWANGA AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS
And the youth shall lead us
The world today is blessed with many young people willing to
take a stand on major issues of our time. They work to end
violence in schools and on our streets, protect lives, and ensure
that future generations and the earth will thrive. Today in the
church we honor a group of teens and 20-somethings who stood
up for one another amid the threat of violence and death. Charles
Lwanga and his 21 companions were martyred in Uganda in 1886
because their Catholic faith opposed the ruling king’s violent

ways. In light of your faith, when and where are you called to
take a stand?

TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Timothy 1:1-3, 6-12; Mark 12:18-27 (355). “I
remind you to stir into flame the gift of God that you have.”

Thursday, Jun 04, 2020
Not worth fighting about
Timothy was a peacemaker in the early church. He urged
members of newly formed congregations to work out their
differences rather than foster needless division. Sadly church life
(Catholic and otherwise) still involves far too many stories of
division—sometimes over the smallest things. Whatever your
community’s issue might be, be a voice for reasonable
compromise.

TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Mark 12:28-34 (356). “Tell
them in the name of God that there must be no wrangling about
words: all that this ever achieves is the destruction of those who are
listening.”

Friday, Jun 05, 2020
MEMORIAL OF BONIFACE, BISHOP, MARTYR
Aging can bring strengths
The COVID-19 crisis highlights the health risks older folks face.
At the same time, it has led occasionally to examples of ageism—
the tendency to see someone as weak or infirm simply because of
their age. Saint Boniface would have none of that. Traversing the
rugged terrain of what is now Germany during the wild and
untamed Middle Ages, he continued his tireless evangelization
efforts well into his 70s. In fact, only martyrdom could bring his
ministry to a close. “Respect your elders” means respecting their
ability to continue making meaningful contributions.

TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Timothy 3:10-17; Mark 12:35-37 (357). “From
all these things the Lord delivered me.”

Saturday, Jun 06, 2020
MEMORIAL OF NORBERT, BISHOP
Humble pie belongs on every menu
Saint Norbert was a key figure in reforming the medieval church
and monastic life. An ascetic at heart, he wore the simplest garb
and walked barefoot even in winter. Having been appointed
archbishop of Magdeburg in 1126 against his wishes, he arrived at
the episcopal residence only to be met by a doorman who took
him to be a beggar and turned him away! Church officials quickly
explained the error to the doorman, but Norbert turned to him
and said, “You were right the first time.” A healthy sense of
humility will take each of us far.

TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Mark 12:38-44 (358). “Amen, I
say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the other
contributors to the treasury.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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