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Pastor: Fr. Michel Dalton, OFM Capuchin 

Deacons: Steve Kula and Fernando Ona 

 
Masses: Saturday: 5 pm; Sunday: 7, 9 & 11 am; Weekdays: 5 pm  

Reconciliation (Confession): Saturday: 3:45 - 4:15 or by appointment 

 
Our vision:  To be a welcoming parish committed to serving others. 

Our mission:  To make Christ known to the world through Word, Sacrament, Prayer and Service 



 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

Readings for Sunday May 3, 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

1st Reading  Acts 2:14a 

2nd Reading Pt 2:20b-25 

Gospel   Jn  10:1-10 

 

Readings for Sunday May 10, 2020 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

1st Reading  Acts  6:1-7 

2nd Reading Pt 2:4-9 

Gospel   John 14:1-12 

Holy Trinity Church Contact Information 

5919 Kalanianaole Highway,  

Honolulu, Hawaii  96821 

E-Mail: holytrinity@rcchawaii.org  

Website: holytrinitychurchhi.org 

Telephone (808) 396-0551 

Emergency Telephone: (808) 772-2422 

Please email jweaver@rcchawaii.org  

if you have questions on the Bulletin. 

QR Code 
“Online Giving 

Regarding the re-opening of our church.   

I have attended “Go-to-Meetings” On-Line, for the past two weeks regarding what we will need to do to safely 

open our church.  We have been discussing what we will have to do, enforce, and comply with to satisfy the State 

requirements.  This will take everyone’s cooperation and will require adjusting the way that we celebrate Mass 

and the sacraments for the near future.  The Bishop has been including priests, deacons, and medical 

professionals in trying to ‘work out the details.  We are far from complete in our planning but as soon as we are, 

I will share the plan with you. 

 Please also know that we have no date for the re-opening of churches. 

 Please read the Bishops latest update that is printed elsewhere on this Parish Webpage. 

 

Stewardship and Some Good News on the CoronaVirus #6 

The stay at home proclamation from our Mayor has been extended and we are now in week 

six.  We’re accustomed to wearing face masks in public places.  We’re continuing to 

maintain social distancing even with our parks open.  Our stores have also been creative in 

maintaining this mandate, sanitizing carts, directional signs while shopping and 

maintaining necessary crowd control.  The virtue of patience continues to shore up our 

emotions. 

But wait, there is more good news: 

• Nurse Gertrude Larson of Fergus Falls, Minnesota is a survivor of both the 1917 and 1919 pandemics.  At the 

age of 104, she spends her time sewing masks for nursing homes. 

• Governor Ige has authorized florists to open for business, in plenty of time for mom to receive a delivery. 

• Ever wonder where the cleanest air in the United States is?  Well, it’s our own Aloha State, Hawaii, ranking 

number 4 by the American Lung Association’s 2020 “State of the Air” report. 

• With the CoronaVirus new case load declining, Governor Cuomo is organizing an advance planning team 

establishing and planning the eventual reopening of New York. 

• More than 10 million tuned in recently to view Disney’s singalong due to social distancing measures in an 

attempt for studios to be creative with program distribution. 

• Washing your hands is still the best and least expensive method to prevent the spread of coronavirus. 

Remember the value of what we have is truly realized only when lost.  We’re learning to value our health and to 

care for one another.  It’s the hope of Stewardship at Holy Trinity that when this is over, that we remember these 

sacrifices and learn to appreciate what we have.  Let’s look forward to returning to church, our seat and most of 

all, to the neighbor sitting beside us.  Let’s remember the value of what we have when the good times return.  

Stay safe, stay healthy, stay home.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gates and Doors, Open and Close. 

A newlywed California couple were arrested several days ago for violating the state mandatory traveler self-

quarantine mandate.  Basically, they failed to keep their hotel door closed and to remain in their room.  Several 

times they went ‘out and about’ in violation of the order that most of us have adhered to for about six weeks. 

Gates and doors play a major role in the symbolism of our spiritual lives.  Holman Hunts, The Light of the World, is 

his painting depicting Jesus knocking on a long-neglected door which has no handle on His side.  The Romans 

were famous for erecting triumphal arches to honor their victorious generals and emperors.  Then let us not 

forget the traditional image of life after death and those ‘pearly gates’ with St. Peter there to greet and check 

people in.  This is a symbol that celebrates the threshold to something new, but it also carries with it the thought 

of closure and no entry. 

The parable told by Jesus to His disciples, in today’s Gospel, tends toward the positive image of gates or 

entryways being always open.  He tells them that He is the gate to the sheepfold, the gate to protection and 

safety.  Even when someone like St. Thomas says that he does not know ‘the way’, how does Jesus respond?  He 

simply says of Himself that ‘He is the way, the truth, and the life.’  He further stresses that He has come to give 

life and to give us life to the fullest.  He is not talking about living forever on this planet.  He is talking about living 

life to the fullest in an even better world beyond the grave.  We know that we are created in the image of God.  All 

the qualities that make up God: holiness, completeness, and life in its fullest sense.  All these qualities are a great 

part of our makeup.  We are created to know God and to live at peace with God.  Life, both in this world and the 

world to come, is Gods greatest gift to us.  So, what does a focus on eternal life do for us? 

First, it should free us from all anxiety.  Because eternal life will be life in God’s presence, there we know we can 

handle anything that comes our way.  Through Jesus Christ, God gave His life to remove any separation between 

us and Him.  Then focusing on eternal life also frees us for generosity.  It is not about money or things of this 

world.  We are talking about a generosity of spirit that is motivated by love.  Knowing that our life belongs to a 

loving and generous God frees us to live with a generosity of spirit that we have inherited from Him.  This is what 

‘fired up’ the early disciples to be so bold in proclaiming Jesus Christ, risen and freed from human death.  That 

was the guarantee given to His followers who believed and remained faithful to Him. 

Today’s reading from the Acts of the Apostles places a great deal of importance on Baptism as a sign of the 

activity of the Spirit of God, upon the ‘breaking of the bread’ as a unifying meal, and following the Apostles 

teaching, prayer-life, and sense of fellowship.  These are to be the keys or tools that one needs to get through to 

the gate-of-heaven.  The sense of awe that permeated the lives of the first disciples not only bound them to God 

but also to one another.  The phrase that is repeated oftentimes these days… “we are in this together” is what 

they believed and proclaimed back in the first century.  Therefore, eternal life included everyone in seeking and 

sharing in it. 

Gates and doors can also represent openness and closure.  We now lock our doors much more than we did in the 

past, and even church doors are kept locked for security reasons.  These fears and habits inevitability make it 

much more difficult for us to understand or live by the practices offered by Jesus.  When we look at the life of 

Jesus, we do not have to question Gods existence and His purposes anymore.  Gods purpose is for us to live 

eternally in God’s presence where there is joy and peace and rest from all forms of anxiety and want.  That is 

what Jesus lived for and died for.  Don’t you want to know there is something worth living and dying for that is 

greater than this ordinary life?  If you are not sure, then have you ever said of a loved one who died “that they are 

in a better place?” 

That newlywed couple from California hopefully learned an important lesson about our quarantine rules.  There 

are times when closed doors help ensure life.  We Christians hopefully have learned another lesson.  Jesus always 

keeps the door open that leads to eternal life.  He has given us the necessary keys, use them! 

Eastertime Blessings, 

 

 



 

 

Stewardship Thoughts for the “New” Greatest Generation 

The Greatest Generation, a term made popular by journalist Tom Brokaw in his book of the same title (Random 

House, 1998), describes the generation that survived the Great Depression, only to go on to fight in WW2.  It may 

be hard to believe that we are coming upon the 75th Anniversary of the beginning of the end of this great war.  On 

May 8, 1945 Germany surrendered at Allied Headquarters in Reims, France, thus ending the European Theater of 

Operation.  On September 2, 1945, Japan surrendered to Pacific Forces on board the battleship USS Missouri in 

Tokyo Bay, Japan.  Hence bringing WW2 to a final close and the beginning of rebuilding both Europe and Asia and 

the establishment of a new world order, the introduction of democracy and freedom, the concept of open borders, 

world trade and the inception of the technology to come. 

Tom Brokaw characterized the greatest generation as one based on the principles of discipline, responsibility, 

humility, and loyalty.  They overcame an economic crisis and sacrificed for their families and their children.  They 

learned that sacrifice was a good thing as it “provided a better future for mankind.” 

Our mainstream media has described the Coronavirus as our “new” Pearl Harbor.  The beginning of a new war on 

an invisible enemy.  A virus.  Like WW2, it is worldwide, affecting all humanity, but without icon personification 

such as “Rosie the Riveter” (thought to represent women constructing B24’s in Michigan), without the “unnamed” 

sailor (perhaps George Mendonsa) featured in the “Kissing Statue” in Times Square, NYC.  Rather, today’s 

personification might become a statue of “first responders” perhaps including doctors and nurses treating those 

who contacted this horrific disease, perhaps the truck driver delivering needed groceries to the store, perhaps our 

letter carrier delivering our mail or the grocery clerk stocking the shelves; they all provide an image of our “new” 

greatest generation icons maintaining our community and our way of life. 

The nearest thing to a brass band or ticker tape parade might have been the NYFD salute to the healthcare 

workers at Elmhurst Hospital in Queens NYC or the YouTube video of the “balcony musicians” in many European 

cities offering their thanks and support to their medical professionals.  Doubtful too that there will be an 

industrialist like Oscar Schindler or any great military leader emerging from this war to run for office; but there 

are celebrities pledging assets and materials to support this war on this common but silent enemy. 

Many of those outlined in Tom Brokaw’s book have gone to their true and well-earned final reward.  Perhaps we 

may have known some of them personally, perhaps we have some documented on our family tree, and some are 

still with us.  If we do not know their personal history, we will not know their experiences, we will not know of 

their heroism.  Just asking opens an opportunity for a well-deserved thank you; an appreciation of what they did 

for us.  Odds are, their families do not know what they endured, but we need to know in order to be prepared for 

the future just as we need to appreciate those that we do know.  Our current “new” greatest generation, those 

first responders around us.  They too are not questioning the danger involved, rather “it’s just the right thing to 

do.”  So, when we can, let us take the opportunity to say thank you to this new greatest generation, uniform or in 

scrubs.  With masks and gloves, in stores, or on the road.  Let us remember the sacrifice they are making today for 

us and let us as well remember those that went before, the ones that led the way.  Let us be good stewards.  Let 

us do our part, let us stay safe, stay healthy, and most importantly, stay home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FREE BOOK FROM POPE FRANCIS 

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has been the model of strength and compassion during this pandemic.  He has 

offered us breathtaking liturgies, heartfelt homilies, memorable social media posts, and multiple resources for 

prayer.  He has offered courageous leadership to his Church and to the world. 

Now the Vatican (specifically the Libreria Editrice Vaticana and the Dicastery for Communication) is offering a 192-

page digital book for a FREE download -- Strong in the Face of Tribulation: The Church in Communion – A Support 

in Time of Trial.  It is a collection of the Pope’s homilies, prayers, and messages.  You may access the book at this 

link: 

https://www.vaticannews.va/content/dam/lev/forti-nella-tribolazione/pdf/eng/strong-in-tribulation.-20042020.pdf. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.vaticannews.va%2fcontent%2fdam%2flev%2fforti-nella-tribolazione%2fpdf%2feng%2fstrong-in-tribulation.-20042020.pdf&c=E,1,gK9DOBoNdjBFqSbEHh9zlxZz_MyCdTy2NfuJyv-pOTEJwl1IxZSaQ1ip1Ayj5lJ3lgQZu8aCcQMTBfXUwuH


 

 

Stewardship Corner  Lesson  201 

  Stewardship at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 

 

Three Days Can Be An Eternity 

“She turned around and saw the face of Jesus.” (John 20:14) 

Waiting for that tax return?  Perhaps that CARES check?  “Check is in the mail” they say.  Three to five business 

days. Three to five business days.  That’s an eternity when you need the funds.  After the crucifixion and burial of 

Jesus, the Apostles went into hiding, debating what the next step would be.  Only three days, but an eternity to 

them.  The Resurrected Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene, she in turn, shared this with the Apostles.  Did 

the Apostles doubt?  Probably so.  We know Peter did.  He denied three times.  Thomas doubted, but Jesus 

displayed his wounds and he believed.  Today we are facing a new, unexplored challenge, CoronaVirus.  From 

family discussions to the television news media, we analyze medical data vs political and economic policy.  When 

will we be safe?  When will stay-at-home end?  How long before we have a vaccine?  It’s been much longer than 

three days.  Our emotions and wallets are strained.  Like the Apostles that did not see the Lord, we too often do 

not feel His presence.  Let’s stay connected with each other and with the Lord through prayer. 

He is Risen!  Happy Easter!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

“You Can’t Out Do God’s Generosity” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Agnus Day, John 10 

Summary of Weekly Offerings for Mail-In and  

E-Giving for April 18 and 19, 2020 

 

Offerings $4,215.00 

Easter $2,270.00 

MMR $1,080.00 

Holy Land/Rice Bow $785.00 

Total $8,350.00 

Summary of Weekly Offerings for Mail-In and 

E-Giving for April 25 and 26, 2020 

 

 

Offerings $4,480.00 

Easter $595.00 

MMR $590.00 

Holy Land/Rice Bowl $220.00 

Total $5,885.00 

 

Long time parishioner Don Buote died recently. 

May he Rest in Peace 

Please keep him in your prayers. 



 

 

 
Twas late in '19 when the virus began 

Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land. 
 

People were sick, hospitals full, 
Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school. 

 
As winter gave way to the promise of spring, 

The virus raged on, touching peasant and king. 
 

People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen. 
They YouTubed and Zoomed, social-distanced, and cleaned. 

 
April approached and churches were closed. 

"There won't be an Easter," the world supposed. 
 

"There won't be church services, and egg hunts are out. 
No reason for new dresses when we can't go about." 

 
Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest. 

The world was focused on masks and on tests. 
 

"Easter can't happen this year," it proclaimed. 
"Online and at home, it just won't be the same." 

 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the days came and went. 

The virus pressed on; it just would not relent. 
 

The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed. 
The virus still menaced, the people, estranged. 

 
"Pooh pooh to the saints," the world was grumbling. 
"They're finding out now that no Easter is coming. 

 
"They're just waking up! We know just what they'll do! 

Their mouths will hang open a minute or two, 
And then all the saints will all cry boo-hoo. 

 
"That noise," said the world, "will be something to hear." 

So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear. 
 

And it did hear a sound coming through all the skies. 
It started down low, then it started to rise. 

 
But the sound wasn't depressed. 
Why, this sound was triumphant! 

It couldn't be so!  But it grew with abundance! 
 

The world stared around, popping its eyes. 
Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise! 

 
Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small, 

Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all! 
 

It hadn't stopped Easter from coming! It came! 
Somehow or other, it came just the same! 

 
And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine 
Stood puzzling and puzzling.  "Just how can it be?" 

 
"It came without bonnets, it came without bunnies, 

It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or money." 
 

Then the world thought of something it hadn't before. 
"Maybe Easter," it thought, "doesn't come from a store. 

Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more." 
 

And what happened then? 
Well....the story's not done. 

What will YOU do? 
Will you share with that one 

Or two or more people needing hope in this night? 
Will you share the source of your life in this fight? 

 
The churches are empty - but so is the tomb, 

And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom. 
 

So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer, 
As the virus still rages all around, everywhere. 

 
May the world see hope when it looks at God's people. 

May the world see the church is not a building or steeple. 
May the world find Faith in Jesus' death and resurrection, 

May the world find Joy in a time of dejection. 
May 2020 be known as the year of survival, 

But not only that - 
Let it start a revival." 

He lives!  
 

By Kristi Bothur 
With a nod to Dr. Seuss 

Many thanks to Sister Patty Chang for sharing this with us. 


