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Pastor: Fr. Michel Dalton, OFM Capuchin 

Deacons: Steve Kula and Fernando Ona 

 
Masses: Saturday: 5 pm; Sunday: 7, 9 & 11 am; Weekdays: 5 pm  

Reconciliation (Confession): Saturday: 3:45 - 4:15 or by appointment 

 
Our vision:  To be a welcoming parish committed to serving others. 

Our mission:  To make Christ known to the world through Word, Sacrament, Prayer and Service 



 

 

 

 

 

Rumors, Rumors, Rumors 

There are idle rumors and there are active or real rumors.  For the most part rumors usually turn out to be false.  

Only one rumor that turned out to be fantastic good news is the one that was passed around Jerusalem.  It was 

the one that followed Jesus’ arrest, crucifixion and resurrection.  Our gospel-story for this weekend is from the 

evening of Christ’s resurrection.  Two of His followers were ‘getting out of town’ and heading for the town of Em-

maus some seven miles away.  The Roman authorities and Jewish religious leaders were on the lookout for Je-

sus’s followers.  They were ready to put down any possible riots by starting a rumor that Jesus’ followers had sto-

len His body from the tomb.  Fortunately, these two travelling disciples had heard another rumor.  This one turned 

out to be wondrously true.  It was that an angel had appeared at Jesus’ tomb and told the women, who had fol-

lowed Him, that Jesus was still alive.  Now the dilemma, which rumor should they believe?  Nevertheless, it 

seemed like a good time to get out of town.  They were grieving, in shock, confused by Jesus’ death and the 

strange rumors about His resurrection.  Like them, we can suffer a loss and be overwhelmed by so many ques-

tions and emotions.  How do you clear your head and think straight?  Ever go for a walk and accomplish this along 

the way?  That is what they did by leaving Jerusalem and heading for Emmaus. 

What happens next is utterly amazing.  Our scripture text reads: “And it happened that while they were convers-

ing and debating, Jesus Himself drew near and walked with them.”  What a reassuring statement that He was 

with them in their time of confusion and need.  He knew their disappointment, pain, and fear, as He does ours.  

One of the greatest blessings God can give us is not an easy life.  It is the knowledge that He is with us in all our 

challenges and struggles.  How significant that we hear this message of hope as we are still in isolation because 

of Covid-19!  As hard as it may be to accept this message it is a theme that is repeated over and over again in the 

scriptures.  God does not give us an easy life but is always with us in our challenges and struggles.  Jesus never 

gives a blessing without first giving us a lesson.  He often asked others to participate in His miracles, Why?  He 

did not need their help.  It was because they needed to take a step, in faith, in order to act. 

Such is our current situation as we battle the virus that has paralyzed the world, sickened millions and killed hun-

dreds of thousands.  Pandemics unfortunately happen with regularity.  In my lifetime (since 1951), there have 

been eight global pandemics which have killed millions of people.  They include Asian Flu (1957-58), Hong Kong 

Flu (1968-70), Aids (1981-present), SARS (2003), Swine Flu (2009), MERS (2015), Ebola (2014-16), and now 

Covid-19.  Throughout all these pandemics there has always been the challenge to take a step-in faith so that God 

can act in our faith-lives.  When you pray for healing and patience, God does not just grant you a warm fuzzy feel-

ing inside.  He sends challenging situations and people into your path.  When you pray for wisdom, God does not 

send you situations that require humility and discernment.  We learn Gods greatest lessons through the challeng-

es He sends us (our current situation included).  To those disciples on the road to Emmaus it was His seeming ab-

sence that caused them to sincerely want and need Him even more!  Those are times when we walk by faith and 

not by sight.   

If God answered our every prayer in our manner and in our time, if God acted in ways that were perfectly reason-

able and accommodating to our wants and wishes, we would never need to exercise our faith in Him.  We would 

never need to quiet the noise within us and listen to His voice.  We would seek His blessings and physical healing 

but never seek Him.  It was when we feel that God withholds Himself from us, that we stop taking Him for grant-

ed.  When we notice the lack, the very absence, the void, that is when we set aside minor, shallow pleasures and 

ache for God.  That is how I feel with not having all of you to gather around our altar to celebrate Mass.  You, the 

parish community, are absent and I ache to be with you in prayer again.  Our ‘Mass-distancing’ is something we 

hopefully all cannot wait to end. 

I have heard from many of you that ‘watching’ Mass on T.V. or the Internet is not like attending Mass in church.  

It certainly is not!  Perhaps it is in times like these, times of separation, that we eventually become aware of Gods 

larger vision for the world.  Have you noticed that many of the current T.V.  advertisements are not so much sell-

ing their products as reminding us that we belong to one global community?  Isn’t it fantastic that corporate 

America is advertising for something that we are all longing for a genuinely caring world and America? Yes, there 

is great loss all around us, the loss of health and lives, jobs and classes, the freedom of movement, and mask-free 

faces.  What we need to pray for is the awareness of God’s presence and comfort to get us through this crisis and 

allow us to go on living with a renewed hope and determination. 

 

(Continued on next page) 



 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

Readings for Sunday April 26, 2020 

Third Sunday of Easter 

1st Reading   Acts 2:14 

2nd Reading  Pt 1:17-21 

Gospel   Luke 24:13-35 

 

Readings for Sunday May 3, 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

1st Reading   Acts 2:14a 

2nd Reading  Pt 2:20b-25 

Gospel   Jn  10:1-10 

Holy Trinity Church Contact Information 

5919 Kalanianaole Highway,  

Honolulu, Hawaii  96821 

E-Mail: holytrinity@rcchawaii.org  

Website: holytrinitychurchhi.org 

Telephone (808) 396-0551 

Emergency Telephone: (808) 772-2422 

Please email jweaver@rcchawaii.org  

if you have questions on the Bulletin. QR Code 
“Online 

 

Crisis is not new to the church and the members of the body of Christ.  The empty tomb created a crisis for 

Jesus’ followers, throwing them into a time of intense difficulty and trouble.  As they faced this crisis, they 

knew that they had to make an important decision.  In fact, the Greek word “krisis’ means ‘decision.’  Like 

them we must decide which rumor to believe, the one contrived by the Roman and Jewish authorities or of His 

female followers.  The Easter rumor created an Easter crisis, one that forces all of us to decide whether we 

believe that God is always with us or not!  The disciples’ situation was unstable until they recognized Him 

walking with them.  Our situation is similarly unstable.  Until we realize God is present with us throughout our 

time of isolation and uncertainty we too are listening to the untrue rumor.  Today we are experiencing the 

Easter Crisis of 2020.  So, let us respond by imitating His travelling disciples who said: “were not our hearts 

burning within us while he spoke to us, the Lord is truly risen.”  Let us remember that “krisis’ means to decide 

and applies to both our faith and world situation.  Let us decide to be encouraged! 

Easter Season blessings, again and forever, 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship and Some Good News on the CoronaVirus #5 

The stay at home proclamation from our Mayor has been extended; we are now in week five.  We’re accustomed 

to wearing face masks in public places.  We’re continuing to maintain social distancing.  Our stores have also 

been creative in maintaining this mandate, sanitizing carts, directional signs while shopping and maintaining 

necessary crowd control.  The virtue of patience continues to shore up our emotions. 

But wait, there is more good news: 

 Guy Whiden, a 96 year old US paratrooper and veteran of the D Day invasion of WW2 had his daughter cut 

his hair with the same mohawk style from 1944, his only regret, it was too grey. 

 “Furloughed foodies” prepared 6,000 home cooked meals to deliver to healthcare workers in London. 

 Captain Tom Moore, a retired WW2 veteran of the Burma Campaign, 99 of age from Bedfordshire, England 

takes his walker and walks his garden to raise money for the UK's National Health Service.  To date he has 

raised 28.5 million pounds. (est $35 million USD). 

 Senior citizens have learned to use Zoom and Go-To-Meeting for virtual business, social and family 

meetings, a great way to visit grandchildren. 

 

Governor Ige realized we need a major upgrade in our state’s computer system. 

Remember the value of what we have is truly realized only when lost.  We’re learning to value our health and to 

care for one another.  It’s the hope of Stewardship at Holy Trinity that when this is over, that we remember 

these temporary sacrifices and learn to appreciate what we have.  Let’s look forward to returning to church, our 

seat and most of all, to the neighbor sitting beside us.  Let’s remember the value of what we have when the 

good times return. Stay safe, stay healthy, stay home.  

Stewardship Corner  Lesson  200 

  Stewardship at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 

 

We Are The Church 

“Hear these words.” (Acts 2:14, 22-23) 

 

During the Easter Season, we will hear readings from the Book of Acts. It’s our history, the story of the 

beginning of our church.  We will hear how the Holy Spirit guided the early followers of Jesus “...to the ends of 

the earth” (Acts 1:18). We will hear of Peter, Stephen, Philip and Paul; how they spread the Gospel from Greece 

to Rome. Today, there are magnificent cathedrals throughout Europe and the world; it all started with these 

early Christians. The “church” technically is a building, yes; but our church is the “people of God” and we are the 

church, the people of God today. We too have been empowered as well by the Holy Spirit; not to go to the ends 

of Oahu and preach, but to share Jesus’ words with one another. So when the stay-at-home order is lifted and 

Holy Trinity is reopened, let’s “hear these words” with a new desire to continue to build His Kingdom at least 

where we are and where we go. In the meantime, let’s stay connected, weather by phone, text or email...or 

more importantly, the spiritual connection through prayer. Happy Easter! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

“You Can’t Out Do God’s Generosity” 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


