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Our vision:  To be a welcoming parish committed to serving others. 

Our mission:  To make Christ known to the world through Word, Sacrament, Prayer and Service 



 

 

I Love Skeptics…People Who Doubt 

   Some of my best friends are skeptics. They are the people in my life who are always challenging 
and thus are the most interesting people that I have had the pleasure to know. Here is an 
illustration that might explain my position on skeptics. There was a smart young college student 
who announced to his friends one day: “I will not believe anything that I cannot understand.” Then 
one of his friends who lived on a farm turned and said to him. As I was driving to school today, I 
passed through all our fields that make up our farm and I saw some of our sheep who were grazing 
and contently eating grass. “Do you believe it; he asked his friend?” Sure, I do he replied. “Then 
further down the road I saw some of our calves chewing on the grass, do you believe it.” Yes, I 
guess so, his friend again replied. “And then just before I left our farmland, there were a bunch of 
geese feeding on the grass near the pond where they live and swim, do you believe it.” Sure, I do, 
he said a bit frustrated at this line of questioning. Well, he said to doubt-filled friend, “the grass 
that the sheep ate will turn to wool, the grass the calves ate will turn into hair, and the grass that 
the geese ate will turn into feathers. “Do you believe this?” Ummm, yes, I do! “But do you 
understand it? To which his friend honestly answered…. “not really.” Then he told his unsure 
friend; “you know if you live long enough, you’ll find that there are a great many things that you 
will believe without fully understanding. 

    Today’s gospel appears every year on this Sunday after we celebrate the Lords resurrection. 
Therefore, it is an important message that we need to hear repeatedly. It proclaims that the risen 
Christ is often in our midst in ways that we do not expect, and even though Jesus is risen, we still 
have to confront the mystery and the glory of the wounds that He endured for us. This was what 
the disciples were literally hiding from, the fact that Jesus indeed died, and they were paralyzed by 
their own fear. Despite Mary Magdalene announcing that she had seen the Lord, they doubted her 
message to them. Even after Peter and young John had reported that the tomb was empty and no 
one could have stolen His body, the other disciples were still unbelieving. Now, locked together in a 
room for fear that they too would be punished by crucifixion, Jesus appears and says to them: 
“Peace be with you.” Stunned, frightened out of their wits, He tries to further convince them by 
showing his crucified hands and pierced side. It was only then that they believed. It took a 
combination of words and visual proof that, the crucified Lord standing before them was indeed the 
risen Christ. But the plot of the gospel thickens because Thomas was not present with them at this 
time. Later when he was told about what they heard and saw…he doubted his fellow disciples. Even 
though he was a staunch follower of Jesus his lack of belief persisted. He wanted proof…he needed 
to see for himself that what the Lord had promised about Himself was true. And that’s when Jesus 
stands before Thomas and provides the undeniable proof…it’s me, Tommy! 

Just what is faith anyway? Here is an opinion from the well-know, television theologian, Archie 
Bunker: “It ain’t supposed to make sense---it’s faith! Faith is something that you believe that 
nobody in his right mind would believe.” Yes, Archie…faith is a gift and most gifts do not come with 
an explanation; they are the explanation that someone loves you very much. That is the gift that 
Jesus gives us with His resurrection…He loves us and will not allow death to hold onto Him or us 
forever. Archie is partly correct. Showing that faith is not unreasonable and does not make every 
revealed truth look logical. One and only one God—but three distinct, divine persons within this 
one God? You better believe it! Pope Francis perhaps is someone whose word you might find more 
convincing then Archie's. He said: “No one deserves faith. No one can buy it. It is a gift. Through 
praise, we prove our faith and belief that Jesus was sent to forgive sins.” 

That young college student questioned his friend about things that he would have to ‘take-on-faith’ 
and believe. He had the proof in the sheep’s wool, the calves hair, and the geese’s feathers…but he 
did not fully understand how it was possible. The disciples heard His words, saw His crucified flesh, 
learned of the empty tomb, had confirmation from Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, but they 
remained skeptical until they experienced Jesus offering them ‘Peace’. The resurrection of Jesus, 
give us, His followers, peace. We are no longer captive to drama, even the challenges of a 
pandemic virus, or anything else that wants to hold us down forever. Faith is that God has the 
upper hand, that His arms are always there to embrace us, and that the Holy Spirit is forever in 
our faith-respiratory system. This Divine Mercy Sunday reminds us that the gift of faith comes from 
God’s infinite mercy. I started out by saying that some of my best friends are skeptics, the same is 
true for some of Jesus’. 

                                                     Easter Season blessings, 



 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

Readings for Sunday April 19, 2020 

Second Sunday of Easter 

1st Reading   Acts 2:42-47 

2nd Reading  Pt 1:3-9 

Gospel   Jn 20: 19-31 

 

Readings for Sunday April 26, 2020 

Third Sunday of Easter 

1st Reading   Acts 2:14 

2nd Reading  Pt 1:17-21 

Gospel   Luke 24:13-35 

Holy Trinity Church Contact Information 

5919 Kalanianaole Highway,  

Honolulu, Hawaii  96821 

E-Mail: holytrinity@rcchawaii.org  

Website: holytrinitychurchhi.org 

Telephone (808) 396-0551 

Emergency Telephone: (808) 772-2422 

Please email jweaver@rcchawaii.org  
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“Online Giving 



 

 

Stewardship Corner  Lesson   199 

  Stewardship at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 

 

 

He Is Always With Us 

“I will not leave you, I will not forsake you.”(Deut 31:6) 

We certainly have some talented filmmakers and writers that can transport us “Back to the Future.” While these 
creative types allow us to believe we really did travel back in time, common sense tells us that it’s not possible. 
It is also said that every great story has already been written before...in the Bible. Consider the Last Supper; 
which is celebrated at every Mass. Jesus knew that Judas and Peter would betray Him, but he washed their feet 
anyway...He trusted them; He loved them, just as He loves us. The Last Supper was not a celebration that 
happened ”…once upon a time…” but one that continues every day in the Eucharist. Jesus knows our failures 
and shortcomings; He also knows our future as well. We all need to come a little closer to Jesus regardless of 
our imperfections; remember, He is with us today and into the future. Even in quarantine. 

“You Can’t Out Do God’s Generosity!” 

 

Summary of Weekly Offerings for Mail-In and E-Giving for the week of April 11 and 12, 2020 

Offerings $6,350 

Easter $1,375 

MMR $  965 

HolyLand/
RiceBowl 

$  225 

Total $8,915 

 

Stewardship and Some Good News on the Coronavirus #4 
 
The stay at home proclamation from our Mayor has been in effect for four weeks, including face masks that are to 
be worn when in public places. We’ve all seen many creative homemade designs that often boosts a chuckle while 
maintaining social distancing. Our stores have also been creative in maintaining this mandate, sanitizing carts and 
directional signs while shopping. 
 
But wait, there is more good news: 
 
1. Marine scientists have discovered that Hanauma Bay is experiencing a positive impact on marine life and coral 

reefs. 
2. Professional as well home-grown musicians are writing coronavirus parodies based on popular songs to keep 

us positive. 
3. Ordinary people (as well as USPS, UPS and FedEx) have become “food heroes” to those who cannot get out to 

shop for essential items. 
4. 60,000 seed samples have been added to our Arctic Seed Vault in Svalbard, Norway thus ensuring food supplies 

during times of crisis. 
5. Niue, an island country in the south Pacific, is the first “dark sky nation” eliminating light pollution for scientific 

study. 
 
Remember that the value of what we have is truly realized only when lost. We’re learning to value our health and to 
care for one another. It’s the hope of Stewardship at Holy Trinity that when this is over...that we remember these 
temporary sacrifices and learn to appreciate what we have been through. Let’s look forward to returning to church, 
our seat and most of all...to the neighbor sitting beside us. Let’s remember the value of what we have when the 
good times return. Stay safe, stay healthy, stay home.  



 

 

 

Saint Conrad of Parzham 

December 22, 1818 – April 21, 1894 

 

Conrad spent most of his life as porter in Altoetting, Bavaria, letting people into the friary and indirectly 

encouraging them to let God into their lives. 

His parents, Bartholomew and Gertrude Birndorfer, lived near Parzham, Bavaria.  A lover of solitary prayer and a 

peacemaker as a young man, Conrad joined the Capuchins as a brother.  He made his profession in 1852 and was 

assigned to the friary in Altoetting.  That city’s shrine to Mary was very popular; at the nearby Capuchin friary there 

was a lot of work for the porter, a job Conrad held for 41 years. 

At first, some of the other friars were jealous that such a young friar held this important job.  Conrad’s patience and 

holy life overcame their doubts.  As porter, he dealt with many people, obtaining many of the friary supplies and 

generously providing for the poor who came to the door.  He treated them all with the courtesy expected of his 

followers. 

Conrad also developed a special rapport with the children of the area.  He enthusiastically promoted the Seraphic 

Work of Charity, which aided neglected children. 

Conrad spent hours in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.  He regularly asked the Blessed Mother to intercede for 

him and for the many people he included in his prayers.  The ever-patient Conrad was canonized in 1934. 

His Liturgical Feast Day is April 21. 

As we can see from his life as well as his words, Conrad of Parzham lived a life that attracted others because of a 

special quality, something Chesterton alluded to when he wrote, “The moment we have a fixed heart we have a free 

hand.”  If we want to understand Conrad, we have to know where he fixed his heart.  Because he was united to God 

in prayer, everyone felt at ease in Conrad’s presence. 

Prayers 
 
Our prayers go out to the families of: Art Siu and Herbert Nui Kauhane, both of whom have recently died. May 
they rest in peace and may the Lord give consolation to their children, families, and friends. 

 

Rice Bowls 
 
Mahlo to the many of you who have mailed in your Weekly collection envelopes and/or donations. Your generosi-
ty is really appreciated during these challenging times. Your thoughtfulness is a sign to me that you take respon-
sibility for your parish. Many have asked about what to do with the Catholic Relief 'Rice Bowls" that we distribut-
ed at the beginning of Lent.  You can either send in a check for the total amount that you saved, or hold on to 
them until a later date when we can collect them. If you send in a check, please write: Rice Bowl on the memo 
line. 



 

 

5 Minutes with the Word This Week 


