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Pastor: Fr. Michel Dalton, OFM Capuchin 

Deacons: Steve Kula and Fernando Ona 

 
Masses: No Masses during the Stay-at-Home Order  

Reconciliation (Confession) by appointment 

 
Our vision:  To be a welcoming parish committed to serving others. 

Our mission:  To make Christ known to the world through Word, Sacrament, Prayer and Service 

Scripture Readings 

Readings for Sunday April 12, 2020 

Easter Sunday—Resurrection of the 

Lord  

1st Reading  Acts 10:34A, 37-43 

2nd Reading Col 3:1-4 

Gospel  John 20:1-9 

  
Readings for Sunday April 19, 2020 

2nd Sunday of Easter (or Sunday of 

Divine Mercy) 

1st Reading  Acts  2:42-47 

2nd Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9 

Gospel  John 28:19-31 

Holy Trinity Church Contact Information 

5919 Kalanianaole Highway,  

Honolulu, Hawaii  96821 

E-Mail: holytrinity@rcchawaii.org  

Website: holytrinitychurchhi.org 

Telephone (808) 396-0551 

Emergency Telephone: (808) 772-2422 

Please email jweaver@rcchawaii.org  
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 EMPTY TOMB...BUT HEARTS FILLED WITH HOPE  

Happy Easter...Alleluia! 

Here we are preparing to celebrate the Lord's Resurrection with very few details to de-

scribe what took place. Why is this so? How come the gospel writers fail to provide us 

with details, facts, clues,, or even insights? It is because the Lord's Resurrection remains 

a somewhat indescribable mystery. But to assist us in our faith they do provide two 

kinds of stories that have been passed down in reference to the Resurrection. 

One story has Jesus appearing to all sorts of people in a variety of places. These stories 

were told, and spread throughout the believing community, to encourage and strengthen 

followers and newcomers to the community. Then there are other stories that focus on 

Jesus' empty tomb. One of these stories is what we have for our Easter morning gospel 

reading. Although these two types of stories are different, they are both used to 

strengthen the faith of all who looked to Jesus as the true Messiah. 

Celebrating the Lord's Resurrection at Easter is acknowledging that this is the greatest 

of all feasts that we have in our church. This solitary act, this promise fulfilled, is the 

very definition of our faith. We believe that for the faithful "...life is changed, not ended." 

When we die and leave our earthly bodies and existence, we journey towards life in the 

heavenly Kingdom. I recall reading a beautiful homily that Fr. Mike Hayes preached some 

15 years ago to his parish in Moose Lake, Minnesota. Here is some of what he shared:  

"We are Christians not because we believe in sin, 

but because we believe in forgiveness. 

We are Christians not because we believe in the Law, 

but because we believe in freedom. 

We are Christians not because we believe in suffering and death, 

but because we believe in Life, Love, and Joy." 

What great and encouraging words for all of us who claim to be Christians...followers of 

the Resurrected Lord! Fr. Hayes had a motto that he freely shared with his family, 

friends, and parishioners: "Life, Be in It!". That's a great way to capture the essence of 

our Easter celebration..."Be, in It." And the way that we are 'in It', is by believing that 

what Christ experienced we too will someday experience. 

Such a hopeful message is what Mary of Magdala proclaimed to the disciples after she 

saw Jesus' empty tomb. And it was similar to the reaction of Peter and "the Beloved Dis-

ciple" (young John). They believed when they saw the tomb empty except for the burial 

linens (the Shroud).  

Our gospel-lesson adds a truly human dimension to the narration by noting that Pater 

and John had a footrace to the tomb...competing to get there first. Biblical scholars read 

into this fact by saying that the true competition was between church leadership 

(represented by Peter) and disciple followers of Jesus (represented by John). They point 

out that the 'Beloved Disciple' being younger, outran Peter getting to the tomb first, but 

also comes to a moment of faith prior to Peter...he believes in the Resurrection first. Ulti-

mately, Peter would come to believe...it's just that his response will come later.     

(continued on next page) 



 

 

EMPTY TOMB...BUT HEARTS FILLED WITH HOPE (CONTINUED) 

 

Be encouraged my brothers and sisters. Stay safe and healthy until we 'come-out' of iso-

lation and reassemble as a true community of faith.  Patience is a key component to 

faith, and faith gives our patience true hope. We yearn for Easter life and already share 

in it when we are joyful and acknowledge our life and faith which are true gifts from 

God. In my morning prayer this morning, Psalm 64 gave me the words of encouragement 

that I needed to begin another day in preparation for the celebration of Easter. Here is 

part of that Psalm: 

"...they will tell what God has done. They will understand Gods' deeds. 

The just will rejoice in the Lord, and fly to Him in refuge. All the upright hearts will 

glory." 

This is our message and here is our mission... to tell of what God has done through His 

Sons Resurrection, to understand God's deeds for all of us, and to rejoice and go to 

Him for protection. Is there anyone of us who doesn't know what we are celebrating this 

Easter Day? Like Mary of Magdala, Peter and the 'Beloved Disciple, we have to look at 

what the empty tomb presents to us, that indeed He is Risen from the dead. That all of 

the prophecies that foretold this were true. And that our faith is built on a firm founda-

tion...an empty tomb is the fullness of faith for us. It is true....do not be afraid...He is tru-

ly Risen... Alleluia. 

                                                                         Easter Joy,  



 

 

Stewardship Reflection 198 

 

 

 

The Strength of St Joseph 

“He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said.” (Matt 28:6). 

Happy Easter! Alleluia! Alleluia! It is Easter Sunday and we have celebrated Holy Week 

and now Easter while still under the stay-at-home order. No church celebrations, no 

Easter Bonnets, no Easter Vigil, no Baptisms...but celebrating together in a spiritual 

manner. So let’s continue our trust in Jesus. Let’s consider to trust as God trusted St 

Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus. 

St Joseph was never quoted in the gospels and like many tradesmen must have spent 

countless hours in his shop working to get his production just right, for he was the 

material support of the first family. He also listened to God, following, on many 

occasions, the advice of an angel. He followed; married Mary. He journeyed to 

Bethlehem for the census, but took the “alternate” route back. He was the protector of 

Jesus and Mary.  

It’s doubtful that we will be tested in such a manner, but we can trust in Jesus and learn 

from Joseph’s discretion. When faced with a troubling situation, like many of us are 

today, some gentle types will just let “stuff” go in one ear and out the other, some of us 

quiet types think it over and speak at a more appropriate time, and some of us explosive 

types react without thinking. So before we just “take it” or “explode” let’s take a 

fraction of a second to think first, ask Jesus to give us the trust and the strength of St 

Joseph.  

Let Jesus guide our thoughts and actions. Let’s follow the footsteps of St Joseph for...he 

was a righteous man (Matt 1:19). Thank you all, as well, for your continued support of 

our church, just as St Joseph supported The First Family. Happy Easter! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

“You Can’t Out Do God’s Generosity!” 

 

Following are contributions from mail in and egiving. 
April 4 and 5, 2020 
 

 
 
  
 

Weekly Offerings              $4,150 
  

Easter  $  880 

MMR $  957 

Total                                $5.987 



 

 

 

Stewardship and Some Good News on the Coronavirus #3 

 

 

The stay at home proclamation from our Mayor has been in effect for three weeks, but 

with an addendum...face masks are to be worn when outside and in public places. This is 

leading to many creative homemade designs and often boosts a chuckle while standing 6 

feet apart in line.  

But wait, there is more good news: 

1. Satellite imagery is showing a decrease in air pollution. 

2. CO2 emissions in China have decreased 25%  

3. William Lapschie, WW2 veteran, recovered from Coronavirus at age 104. 

4. Germany agreed to accept Coronavirus patients from Italy and France. 

5. 6,000 mental health professionals have volunteered services to NYC. 

6. Christ The Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro is illuminated with flags of those 

countries suffering from the Coronavirus. 

Remember that the value of what we have is truly realized only when lost. We’re 

learning to value our health and to care for one another. It’s the hope of Stewardship at 

Holy Trinity that when this is over...that we remember these temporary sacrifices and 

learn to appreciate what we have been through. Let’s look forward to returning to 

church, our seat and most of all...to the neighbor sitting beside us. Let’s remember the 

value of what we have when the good times return. Stay safe, stay healthy, stay home. 

Happy Easter! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



 

 


