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January 31, 2017  

To the Parishioners of the Diocese of Honolulu regarding Assisted Suicide  

Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
Peace be with you!  

At this time our beloved State of Hawaii is considering going the way of other states in making physician assisted 

suicide acceptable and legal. We need your prayers and your involvement to assure that this does not happen.  
 

We presume that those who are proponents are acting out of what they believe to be very noble intentions. However, 

assisted suicide is yet another manifestation of what St. John Paul II referred to as the “culture of death,” while we 

are always committed to a culture of life.  
 

Proponents do not refer to this as “suicide,” since suicide always implies a tragic choice, but rather as compassion in 

choices. Can anyone be opposed to compassion? And does not God himself give us freedom to make choices in our 
lives? As your pastor it is my obligation to expose what seems to be an act of goodness and caring as just the oppo-

site, as a wolf in sheep’s clothing appears to be what it is not.  

 
Proponents speak of the autonomy of the individual to make his or her own choice about when to die when faced 

with a painful or debilitating terminal illness. What strikes me as ironic, however, is that people have been commit-

ting suicide quite autonomously for thousands of years; yet now, in the name of “autonomy” one must have the per-

mission of one’s doctor, lawyer, and legislature. Seeking such societal approval betrays full autonomy and exposes 
the fact that, deep down, people know this is not something good. The authority of others is being sought to give per-

mission for what is against our human nature.  

 
Another reality involved is our “disposable culture” as Pope Francis calls it in his critiques. In this worldview, hu-

man beings who are unproductive, weak, and vulnerable lose their “value,” and this diminishes their true humanity. 

It cannot be denied that terminally ill people have burdens to bear that are very heavy, and their caretakers also have 
many hardships. It costs a tremendous amount of time and money to care for someone who is very sick. Yet true 

compassion means “suffering with” someone – or allowing others to suffer with us – and while it is very humbling, 

the most intimate bonds of human caring can be nurtured in just such circumstances. I recall a friend who was dying 

of AIDS who told me he began to consider the disease a blessing – not for the suffering and ultimate death it would 
bring, but because he learned how many people truly cared for him. By allowing himself to be vulnerable to them, he 

learned that compassion is a form of love that binds us together quite intimately.  

 
We often hear the Scriptures say, “Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” (Proverbs 9:10; Psalm 111:10). 

This means that we are wisest when we recognize that we are not gods ourselves, making all our own choices and 

creating our own realities, and when we realize that God’s law is not burdensome but the way that guides us to true 

human freedom. Although God always gives us freedom to choose whether to worship and obey God or not, he also 
makes it clear that there are consequences to our choices. While we know that God is merciful and compassionate 

beyond our imaginations, he also has taught us that we can choose to reject him, and such a choice leads to our eter-

nal detriment. Wisdom dictates that if one decides to take to him- or herself the decision about when life should end, 
rather than leaving that decision to God, one should be aware of the real possibility that such a choice could backfire. 

If a person is suffering tremendously in this life and takes the decision to escape by ending one’s life, there should be 

no surprise if on the other side of this life, there is suffering that cannot compare to any earthly suffering. And there 
is no medication that will allow one to escape from this eternal suffering! God wants to give us eternal life and joy, 

but the wisdom that takes us there is fear of the Lord.  

 

We are talking here, of course, of those who, with clear mind and will, decide to end their lives. We know that most 
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suicides are committed by people who do not have clear minds and wills, whose depression has locked 

them into such darkness that they do not think there is any other escape besides suicide. Just as we view 

this as a tragedy, but still feel real mercy toward the person, I am sure God’s mercy also goes out to 

these tortured souls. But the proposed law that allows physician assisted suicide usually stipulates that 
the person must be terminally ill and make a full and conscious choice to request the “medication.” Per-

haps in some way, this is even more tragic for the person who ends life in this way, perhaps for the 

loved ones, and certainly for society itself, which actually fails in its compassion and mercy.  
 

A bishop in a state that already allows physician assisted suicide spoke of his mother in a care home, 

and how she was so readily offered the choice of ending her life with medication. It was an indicator 
that once the door is open to embracing death so easily, the slope to euthanasia – or a culture of euthana-

sia – is not far behind. It is certainly cheaper and easier to end a life than to care for it in the midst of 

suffering. Will decisions be made on economic expediency? Will others around the patient, such as 

heirs, be more motivated to aid in the rapid demise of the patient for their own benefit? Will this be an-
other weapon in the hands of those who already abuse the elders they care for, a problem that has be-

come quite serious?  

 
In light of all I have said, however, I do want to speak of the Church’s desire to care for the sick and to 

alleviate as much pain as possible. Physicians have told me that these days palliative care is so well de-

veloped that no one need suffer the tremendous pain that often comes with a terminal illness. While 
there is a sense in which suffering can be redemptive, united to the sufferings that Christ himself en-

dured on the cross, the control of pain is certainly advisable and available. Nor does the Catholic Church 

teach that a terminally ill patient must exhaust all extraordinary means of medical care until the very 

end. Dying is a natural part of life, and it is meant to be the gateway to eternal happiness with God. But 
such is only possible when a person recognizes God’s sovereignty and does not give such sovereignty to 

any person or any institution, including oneself.  

 

As faithful citizens of Hawaii and stewards of the Gospel, I ask you all to:  

  Pray fervently that physician assisted suicide will not be permitted in our state;  

  Sign the petition that is being distributed by the Hawaii Catholic Conference and encourage 

your family and friends to do the same;  

 Contact your legislators and to ask them not to allow physician assisted suicide in our state, no 

matter with what euphemistic name it is cloaked. Visit https://www.hawaiifamilyforum.org/
action-center/ to find out who your legislator is, send an email to your legislator and to sign an 

online petition. By signing up online, you will find out exactly when the bills are being heard 

and any call to action.  
 

The suffering of others is a call to us all, not to end life by offering a lethal “medication,” but to care for 

them in love, even when it is most difficult to do so. It is the way of love and true compassion that will 
lead to eternal joy in the presence of the One who is Love!  

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

 

 
 

Most Reverend Larry Silva  

Bishop of Honolulu  



 

 

 

Calling all families, the Adult Faith Formation 
Group presents: 

A PG movie for the family on Friday, February 

24, at 7pm 

“The Secret Life of PETS” 
Bring your pillows, blankets, PJ’s and whatever 

else and enjoy a family movie. 

Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Our Family of Faith…     
        is growing! 
    Besides the adults that 
are attending our RCIA  
classes in preparation for 
Easter sacraments we are 
blessed to have two girls 

that are also taking this journey.  Both Gina 
Dung and Ka'iulani LeChantier will be receiving 
Easter Sacraments at the Vigil mass.  In order 
for them to be ready we will be celebrating the 
Rite of Entrance and an Anointing at next 
weeks Saturday, 5 p.m. mass.  As we witness 
this faith-event, in their lives, let us pledge our 
prayers for them, their family, and our parish 
that receives    blessings through them. 
______________________________________ 
 
 
 

 

 

 

myParish...coming soon to Holy Trinity 

         Eucharistic Ministers: To the Homebound. 
One of the special duties of 
some Extraordinary   Ministers of the 
Eucharist is to take communion to our 
brothers and sisters who cannot come 
to church to be with us. Not all Eucha-
ristic Ministers perform this service 

most just minister in church on the  week-
ends.  Those who do such home visits need to be 
E.M.'s...Why? So that Fr. Mike knows who is  taking 
communion to the sick and for the dignity of the  
Sacrament.  If you are taking communion to the 
homebound and are not a Eucharistic Minister from 
Holy Trinity parish please contact Deacon Steve and/
or Fr. Mike. There might be some "special situations" 
that need clarification and accommodation and they 
will be able to assist you. 
    Also, you will notice that after communion those 
bringing the Eucharist, to the homebound, will be 
receiving a blessing and dismissal from the priest. 
This is so that we make a connection between those 
of us who have celebrated mass in church with our 
brothers and sisters at home. It's a beautiful way to 
be reminded that we have a special way to include 
those who physically cannot be with us at mass. 
___________________________________________ 
     Staying current and being legal. 
     In order to be compliant, with our Diocese, we 
need to bring to your attention the proper way to 
communicate with our Office Staff 
if you are using  e-mail corre-
spondence.  The following e-mail 
addresses are to be used for all 
church business and contact with 
our staff...please do not use any 
other  e-mail addresses that you had in the past   
because they are not allowed to use their personal   
e-mail  addresses for church related matters. 
 
Pastoral Associate: Carol Suapaia-
                                   csuapaia@rcchawaii.org   
Business Administrator: Nancy Lui-Kwan-        
                      nluikwan@rcchawaii.org 
Secretary: Patti Dau-
                                   pldau@rcchawaii.org 
Bookkeeper: Devon Knight-
                                   dknight@rcchawaii.org 
Religious Ed. Dir.:Carrie Boyer    
                                  cboyer@rcchawaii.org 

mailto:nluikwan@rcchawaii.org
mailto:pldau@rcchawaii.org
mailto:dknight@rcchawaii.org
mailto:cboyer@rcchawaii.org


   MASS INTENTIONS For This Week:                   

Sunday, February 12     7 am – Lee Steele +                    
                 9 am-                               
   11 am– Eleanora Dwuznik 
+Wednesday, February 15 –5 pm – Kenneth Kelly+                         
Friday, February 17-  5 pm—  Dylan  Beppu hb             
                         Kevin Talty + 

THIS SUNDAY 

February 12, 2017 

Reading I : Sirach 15:15-20 

Reading II : 1 Corinthians 2:6-10 

Gospel:  Matthew  5:17– 37 

NEXT SUNDAY 

February 19, 2017 

Reading I : Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18 

Reading II : 1 Corinthians 3:16-23 

Gospel Matthew 5: 38-48 

 

 
 

 
Second Collection 

February 11th & 12th  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
We kindly ask for you to support the AEF’s      

Second Collection - Gifts from the Heart – Give 
the Gift of Education.  Your gift enables     

Catholic education to be affordable for families in 
Hawaii. Every dollar raised in Holy Trinity Church 

will go directly to the families that are within our 
parish community. A priority is given to those with 

the highest level of need. 
 

In September 2016, the AEF was able to reach 
400 students with scholarships totaling more than 
$1.1M.  Nearly 1,100 applications were received, 
and many who need assistance. We need your 

help! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

You may also make a gift on-line, including by 
credit card, by visiting us at:   

www.augustinefoundation.org 

 
Thank you for your continued support! 

 

The Augustine Educational Foundation is a      
non-profit organization whose purpose is to      

provide scholarships to economically                
disadvantaged students at private and parochial 

schools operated under the auspices of the      
Roman Catholic Church without discrimination on 

the basis of race, ethnic origin or religion. 

 
 

Federal Tax ID# 99-0230013  

Burning of the  Palms– Feasting 

Before the Lenten Fast                                                   

Please join us at the church on the 

evening of     Tuesday, February 28. 

We will begin with Mass at 5:00pm 

followed by the burning of palms from 

last year’s Palm Sunday. If a bonfire is not enough to 

light up our parish, we will have a “potluck” supper in 

the Gym afterwards to celebrate Shrove Tuesday. 

Shrove or Fat Tuesday is the traditional name for the 

day   before Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent. It is 

more commonly known as Mardi Gras, which is simply 

Fat Tuesday in French. It gets its name from the    

custom of marking the day with feasting before the 

fasting season of Lent begins. So please come and 

join us for Mardi Gras that evening. We ask that you 

bring a dish to share. We will be having sign up 

sheets to indicate what you may want to bring (a    

salad, a main dish or a dessert) on the weekends of 

Feb. 11th and Feb 18th before and after Masses. 

Please come in the spirit of celebrating together. We 

plan on music, good food and fellowship. Besides 

praying together, a vibrant parish plays and            

celebrates together. LETS CELEBRATE!!!!! 



STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
STEWARDSHIP AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 

Stewardship at Holy Trinity Church 
Lesson 33 

Notes from the Diocese Stewardship Conference 

Good News! For those over 70 1/2 years of age and required to take a minimum distribution from IRA will be happy to 

learn that Congress has made Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) directly transferable to qualified charities 

(QDC), like Holy Trinity Church,  a permanent law. This distribution, once designated on your tax return will not be 

included as taxable income and the charity will have 100% tax free use of these monies. In addition, reduced adjusted 

gross income may lessen Medicare high income surcharge and may lessen taxable Social Security benefits. These mon-

ies must be directly transferred from the IRA to the charity to be tax free. Please consult an independent legal and/or tax 

advisor for specific advice about your individual situation.  

         “You Can’t Out Do God’s Generosity”                                                                                    

               Weekly Offerings  February 4 & 5, 2017 

Offerings      $ 9,786.50                       Major Maintenance & Repairs       $ 4,725.50       

Augustine Education Fund        $   135.00                                Outreach                                 $        5.00                                       

Church in Latin America/          $   70.00                                 Candles                                    $     283.95   

Black & Indian Missions                                                       Thrift Shop                                 $     985.00 

Total $ 15,990.95 


